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GREENE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
FEBRUARY 16, 2022 

 

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GREENE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION WAS HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 PM HYBRID IN-PERSON WITH REMOTE VIA 
TELEPHONE AND ELECTRONIC MEANS. 
 

Members present: Ron Williams, Chairman 

Mike Traber, Vice Chairman 
John McCloskey, Member 

 Mark Kelpe, Member 
 Angela Hawkins, Member 
 

Staff present: Jim Frydl, Planning Director & Zoning Administrator 
 Stephanie Golon, Deputy Planning Director  

Shawn Leake, Zoning Officer  
Cristy Snead, Permit Technician/Secretary via Zoom 
Steve Bowman, BOS Liaison  

NOTICE 
 
The Planning Commission meeting was held in-person/hybrid with remote via telephone and 
electronic means, viewed by the link below or Zoom: 

 
The meeting may be viewed at the following link **** Granicus 
http://gcva.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=1 
 
To attend the meeting by telephone, please dial the number below and follow the instructions when 
prompted. To comment during the public hearing, follow the instructions below to “raise your 
hand”. Your connection will be unmuted and you will be able to make your comment.  Please 
clearly state your name for the record. 
 
To “raise your hand” by telephone connection: push *9 on your touch-tone phone. 
 
To “raise your hand” by video connection: click on “participants” at the bottom of your screen. A 

list of all participants will appear. Click on the “raise your hand” button located below the list of 

names. 

The Planning Commission will begin the meeting at 6:00 p.m. Dial-in 
number: US Toll-free 1-888-475-4499 
Or: US Toll-free 1-877-853-5257  
 
Meeting ID: 830 9563 2317 
 
You can use this link to connect to the live video: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/83095632317?pwd=RXBqNUVyRUw0TGtUNVdDZlp3aXI3Zz09 
 

Meeting ID: 830 9563 2317 
 
Passcode: 853623 

 

 

http://gcva.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=1
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/83095632317?pwd=RXBqNUVyRUw0TGtUNVdDZlp3aXI3Zz09
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CALL TO ORDER 

The Chairman called the meeting to order 
 
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

Each Commissioner stated their name to establish a quorum.  

 
Mr. John McCloskey 
Mr. Mark Kelpe 
Mr. Ron Williams 
Mr. Mike Traber   
Ms. Angela Hawkins 

 
There was a quorum with all 5 Commissioners present.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
Mr. Williams stated they would start the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN WORK SESSION 
 
Mrs. Golon explained what was going to be discussed during this work session which included the following: 
 

 The Greene County website under planning and zoning and community participation 

 The Code of Virginia requirements 

 Reviewing agencies' participation and review schedule 

 Review the tools for implementation of the plan 

 Review the current vision statement 
 

Mrs. Golon stated that staff and Commissioners would discuss and define the next steps of the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 

Mrs. Golon advised the Commission that community participation has been accomplished by contacting the 
County via Mrs. Golon’s email, the planning, and zoning department's phone number, and speaking with either 
Jim Frydl or herself. The community can also visit our website.  
 

Mrs. Golon also showed the Commission the area of the County website the Comprehensive Plan page. She 
then reviewed the Code of Virginia stated that the Comprehensive Plan has to be reviewed every five years.  
 

Mrs. Golon also reviewed the partners that the staff was using to review the Comprehensive Plan.  She then 
showed the Commissioners the vision statement from 2015.  
 
The Commission was shown word clouds that included statements mentioned the most by community 
feedback.  
 
Mrs. Golon presented a chart showing the Commission visually of the Comprehensive Plan chapters that have 
been reviewed and finalized and the chapters that are left to review. 
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Economic Development Chapter 
 
Mr. Williams gave some input regarding these two chapters. He stated that he feels that these two chapters 
read very well and it is right on target with where the county stands and where the county is hoping to go.  
 
Mr. Williams asked his fellow Commissioners if it could be a possibility that some of this chapter can be 
downsized. He gave an example:  
 
In the Goals and implementation strategies: Economic Development section, Mr. Williams stated that in many 
of the introduction sentences it should simply say the county will, instead of “Greene County through the ED&T 
will”.  
 
Mr. Traber asked if there is a possibility to downsize some of these goals.  
 
Mr. Yost stated that the reason there is so much of their information is in the Comprehensive Plan is that a lot 
of people go to the County website first and read the Comprehensive Plan before they reach out to his office 
or the planning and zoning office.   
 
Mr. Kelpe stated that the Clay Festival has been mentioned in this chapter quite a bit and no other festivities.  
 
Mr. Yost stated that their plan was written five years ago. He stated that they have been working on updating 
the Economic Development plan and the Tourism plan separately.  
 
Mr. Williams and Mr. Frydl discussed the data for commuting patterns.  
 
The Commission, Mr. Frydl, and Mr. Yost discussed employment data for Greene County. 
 
Mrs. Golon stated that the staff could correlate between employment and population.  
 
The Commission agreed to that.  
 
The Commission discussed telework and how that was reflected in employment data for Greene County.  
 
Mr. Yost stated that staff should add a statement regarding the Villages at Terrace Greene for potential retail 
and light industrial space.  
 
Mr. Williams stated that if we are going to use any acronyms in any of the chapters, the first time we should 
completely write the word out, and then continue with the acronym.  
 
The Commission discussed being consistent with the word “will”.  
 
At this time the Commissioners, Mr. Yost, and staff discussed the Goals and Implementation Strategies.  They 
determined to clean up the language and remove some of the goals from the Economic Development chapter 
and add it to the Tourism chapter.  
 
Mr. Williams asked Mr. Frydl if there was anyone on Zoom that would like to speak. Mr. Frydl stated that there 
was no one with their hand raised.  
  
Tourism Chapter 
 
The Commission discussed the Tourism chapter and recommended edits as needed. The County staff and 
the Commission agreed that since this chapter is the tourism chapter when referring to short-term lodging as 
tourist lodging because that is what it is referred to in Greene County’s Zoning Ordinance, to maintain 
consistency.  
 
Mr. Williams stated that there are a few highlighted areas in this chapter that the staff is waiting to receive 
more data.  
 
Mr. Williams asked if there is anyone from Zoom that would like to speak they can now.  






